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[bookmark: _Hlk45803307]Small Business Emergency Assistance Fund 
Grant Application Agreement 
Wabasha or Winona County Businesses Only

To provide emergency assistance to small local business in Wabasha or Winona County adversely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, the small business emergency assistance fund will provide grants up to $10,000 to small business most in need of support.  Grants up to $10,000 must be supported by evidence of eligible expenses paid between March 15, 2020 through December 30, 2020 or through county program end date, whichever is earlier.  Application agreement forms will be accepted on or before August 24th and ending when available fund, within the respective county, are no longer available or the program ends.

[bookmark: _Hlk48225483]APPLICANT INFORMATION

Legal Name of the Business, including assumed name, if any: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

	  Corporation
	  LLC
	  Partnership
	  Other ___________

	Length of Time in Business
	           Years                Months
	Fed Tax Id#
	MN State ID


	Mailing Address
	
	City
	Zip

	Business Location Address
	
	City
	Township

	Business Phone
	(           )
	Cell Phone
	(            )

	E-Mail Address
	
	Web Address
	

	Contact Name
	
	Title
	

	Total Eligible Loss Since March 15, 2020
	$________________________
	Type of Entity/Industry:

	Grant Amount Requested – 
up to $10,000
	
$________________________
	The FTE number of employees including owner(s):  

	Total Revenue for 2019 : $ _______________________________  Tax returns will be used to validate

	How has the COVID-19 pandemic financially affected your business?





	For what purpose will these funds be used?








Please check all funding sources applied for:   __ Federal PPP     __Federal EIDL      ___ MN SBEL   ___ MN SBRG 

Please check all funding sources received:       __ Federal PPP     __Federal EIDL      ___ MN SBEL   ___ MN SBRG

Total received:			$______Federal PPP   $_______Federal EIDL   $_______MN SBEL   $______MN SBRG




Principal #1
	Name
	DOB
	SS#

	Address
	City
	ZIP

	Percentage of Ownership __________%




Principal #2
	Name
	DOB
	SS#

	Address
	City
	ZIP

	Percentage of Ownership __________%



APPLICANT AGREEMENT CERTIFICATIONS:

Can the Applicant demonstrate an eligible loss since March 15 due to the COVID 19 emergency?
__Yes
__No

Is the Applicant in compliance with all relevant laws, ordinances and licensing requirements? I.e there are not adverse actions or open violations
__Yes
__No

Is this statement true:  The Applicant’s business does not derive its income from gambling, adult entertainment, registered lobbing, billboards, passive investments, real estate transactions, property management or rentals?  
__Yes
__No

If selected to receive a Small Business Emergency Assistance Fund Grant, will you agree to notify the SEMMCHRA of any additional federal, state, or local funding award?
__Yes
__No

If the Applicant is notified of selection for funds, Applicant will be required to provide the following or forfeit the grant award.  Please check the boxes if you will be able to provide the following documentation prior to disbursement of grant funds.  All boxes must be checked to qualify:

___Documentation of revenue from 2019 (or entity’s most recent fiscal year if different), e.g. tax return, prepared financial statements, or any such record that can verify pre COVID business revenue.

___Documentation of eligible loss since March 15, 2020.

___Documentation of eligible business expenses NOT REIMBURSED by any city, state, or federal funds.

___Documentation of number of employees prior to March 1, 2020 (i.e. Federal Form 941, Employer Quarterly payroll related filing)

ADDITIONAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:  
· The Small Business Emergency Assistance Fund Grant application must be completed in its entirety by the applicant and submitted to the SEMMCHRA Office located at 134 East Second Street, Wabasha, MN  55981; or submitted electronically to agusa@semmchra.org by October 31, 2020 or until funds are no longer available, in order to be considered. 
· Upon notice of an approved application, applicants will be required to submit the following within 5 business days:
· 2019 Federal Business Tax Return or appropriate Business Tax Schedule-based upon entity type.  Businesses that have not yet completed a 2019 Federal Tax Return are eligible to apply and substitute other documentation of revenue.
· Evidence of revenue loss related to the COVID-19 pandemic of 10 percent or more. Applicant should submit documentation that best demonstrates the impact and is deemed acceptable to the fund administrator.  Examples of acceptable documentation include Sales Tax Reports, Period Statements from 3rd party Sales Platforms, Merchant Services Statements, and Point of Sale or Register Reports. An excel spreadsheet is available online to assist with the calculation – Grant Income and Expense Report.xls
· Evidence of expenditure for reimbursement that have not already been reimbursed.  An excel spreadsheet is available online to assist with the documentation – Grant Report of Grant Fund Expenses.xls.
· Evidence of employment prior to March 1, 2020. Documents deemed acceptable include period reporting from a 3rd party payroll processor, applicant’s Federal Form 941/Employer’s Quarterly Federal Tax Return or other State or Federal payroll-related filing.
· Minnesota Secretary of State current filing.
· Any additional documentation deemed necessary by the fund administrator to determine eligibility or to meet program requirements.
· Failure to submit required documentation will result in forfeiture of the grant award.
· Upon acceptance of the documentation noted above, the business will be asked to enter into a grant agreement with the SEMMCHRA via the grant application agreement and with the written notification accompanying the check.  Terms include expense documentation and reporting requirements.
· The SEMMCHRA reserves the right to revise these guidelines as needed to best address the impact to businesses of the current pandemic. (*potential changes 8/19/2020)

FUNDING INFORMATION
· Eligible applicants may request up to $10,000 in Small Business Emergency Assistance Fund Grant assistance based upon need. Actual grant award will be based on number of employees impacted, gross revenue loss and available funding (see attached scoring criteria). The grant funds do not need to be paid back.    
· Funds can be used for operating expenses including rent payments, mortgage payments, utilities, payments to suppliers, or another critical non-payroll expense as approved by SEMMCHRA.  Expenses related to reopening and PPE are eligible expenses.  
· Applications will be considered and acted on by the SEMMCHRA.
· The status of the data supplied for CARES Act funding will be governed by MN Statute 13.591.  
· These funds can only be used to cover business expenses for which other financial assistance was not provided and where a demonstrated Covid-19 impact exists.  To receive funding under this program, you must document other assistance received and detail the additional, unmet need.    


ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
· For-profit businesses that can demonstrate business losses.  Businesses need to show a gross revenue reduction due to Covid-19 of at least 10% between March 15, 2020 and May 30, 2020 compared to the previous year. (no credit score or collateral requirements apply).
· Be a locally owned and operated for-profit business with a physical establishment in Wabasha or Winona County.
· Have 25 or fewer employees.*
· Have $1 million in annual revenue or below.
· Be open and operating since January 1, 2020.
· All eligible applicants must be registered with the Minnesota Secretary of State and be in good regulatory standing with respective County, and city in which the business is located.  This includes being current on applicable licenses, in compliance with city regulations, and being current on property taxes.  
· Businesses that have applied for and/or were awarded any COVID-related federal funding, such as the Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) or the Paycheck Property Program (PPP) are eligible for this grant.  
· Funding will only be award for expenses not covered by any city, state, or federal funds.  Applicants are ineligible to receive duplicative funding from this Small Business Emergency Fund, AND city, state, or other federal funds.

INELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
· Home-based businesses
· Businesses without a physical establishment in Wabasha or Winona County
· Non-profit organizations
· Corporate or multi-state chains.  Franchisees are considered eligible businesses.
· Businesses in default conditions prior to March 1, 2020
· Businesses the primarily derive income from any of the following:  gambling; adult entertainment; passive investment; real estate transactions; property rentals/property management; billboards; or lobbying.
· Businesses that primarily sell pawned merchandise, guns, tobacco or vaping products
· In order to serve as many businesses as possible, businesses who have been awarded COVID related emergency funds through the State of Minnesota Small Business Emergency Loan program or the Small Business Relief Grant program are ineligible for this grant.
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GRANT PROGRAM POLICY
CERTIFICATIONS AND LIABILITY RELEASE BY APPLICANT

I certify that the information provided in this application and on the accompanying exhibits is accurate, true and complete to the best of my ability and knowledge and that I have authorization to apply for the grant and to sign this form. The Southeastern Minnesota Multi-County Housing and Redevelopment Authority (SEMMCHRA) has the right to verify any information contained in this application and may contact any individuals and institutions involved with the proposed project and that the SEMMCHRA reserves the right to make modifications to the program in response to community need and available funds.  Applicant acknowledges that they are making application for a grant, and that SEMMCHRA may rely on the applicant's warranties and self-certification of eligibility in the approval process of a grant. Applicant certifies that only one application per entity was submitted. SEMMCHRA reserve the right to verify whether duplicate applications were submitted, and to eliminate duplicate applications from consideration, in its sole discretion. This information and the information provided on all accompanying documents is provided for the purpose of obtaining a grant for the Applicant. Applicant acknowledges that representations made in this application will be relied on by SEMMCRA in its decision to approve such grant. The Applicant will promptly notify SEMMCHRA of any subsequent changes which would affect the accuracy of this information and the information provided on all accompanying documents.
 
ERRORS AND OMISSIONS, DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY AND HOLD HARMLESS
I agree that SEMMCHRA, and  its employees, agents, and directors are not liable for any claims and causes of action arising from errors or omissions by such parties, or related to my participation in this program.  I will hold harmless and indemnify SEMMCHRA for any claims or causes of action arising from or related to my participation in this program.  I intend for there to be a complete and unconditional release of liability to the greatest extent allowed by law. If any provision of this document is unenforceable, it shall be modified to the extent necessary to make the provision valid and binding, and the remainder of this document shall remain enforceable to the full extent allowed by law.
The Applicant understands that it is seeking funds provided by either or both the State of Minnesota or the United States of America.  It is a crime to knowingly make false statements on any form seeking such funds. Penalties upon conviction can include a fine or imprisonment.

Signature/Title of Applicant: ___________________________________Date:  ___________

Signature/Title of Applicant: ___________________________________Date:  ________

The SEMMCHRA retains final authority to determine if a business is eligible or not, and whether to approve a grant or not and the grant amount.

For questions, call Amy Gusa at 651-565-2638 x 222 or agusa@semmchra.org 
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DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS FOR SMALL BUSINESS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Governmental entities have received CARES Act funding from the federal government through allocations made by Governor Walz.  A portion of the funds may be utilized to support small businesses that have experienced challenges due to COVID-19 and the Governor’s orders to reduce or close businesses.  
Several local government entities have formed a coordinated program utilizing the SEMMCHRA as the application and disbursement entity for businesses.  The SEMMCHRA has created application forms and a process for reviewing and disbursing the funds.  
Cumulative criteria have been established for grant award amounts for small businesses as follows:
1. First measure of award amount:  Number of employees 

1* - 2 employees 		$3,000

3 -  9 employees		$4,000

              10 - 25 employees 		$5,000

1. Second measure of award amount: Loss of gross revenue

10% - 34% 			$3,000
35% - 49%			$4,000
50% - 100%			$5,000
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